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Language and Culture Stays - Remote NT 

International guests to Australia are often surprised and fascinated by the laid back, relaxed lifestyle and the blend 

of cultures they experience during their travels.  They always return home wanting to know and experience more, 

and our travel experiences offer that opportunity. 

The extreme vastness and harshness of the Territory can only be appreciated by personal experience.  This is 

provided during the journey through the Barkly, visiting the natural wonders of the NT, including the Devils Marbles, 

The Pebbles, Mataranka Springs, Renner Springs and the Davenport Ranges. 

The unique feature of this travel experience is the focus on Communication.  The package includes an accelerated 

Conversational English training program.  To experience the social and business communications in Australia, our 

guests have the opportunity to meet Australian business operators, participate in sporting activities, visit local clubs, 

pubs and events.  Communicating with local people as a part of the community adds an entirely new perspective 

and understanding of the remote Australian way of life. 

Our guests are invited to become a part of the Tennant Creek community, located in the heart of the Barkly Region, 

to experience and enjoy the diversity of lifestyle, culture, educational and social activities that the Barkly Region has 

to offer.  Participants in the visit will see what the Australian Outback really has to offer. 

Our visitors will be immersed in Australian culture, having the opportunity to participate and actually become an 

integral part of the Multi-Cultural events during the Annual Desert Harmony Festival, including planning, 

participating and supporting the event.  They will learn about the Australian Outback from the Cattle-ƳŀƴǎΩ 

perspective, visiting a local cattle station, being a part of the team organising and observing behind the scenes at 

the Barkly Muster and the Gold rush Camp Draft and Rodeo which is a NT major event.  Our Guests are escorted on 

guided tours of indigenous, mining, and other heritage sites, unique to the Barkly Region.  

Social activities in Tennant Creek are always well attended, and Visitors enjoy the camaraderie and community spirit 

in all events, from the Mayoral Welcome Dinner to the Tennant Creek Melbourne Cup Celebration, and everything 

in between. 

All in all, this is a truly exceptional and unique opportunity to experience many facets of the Australian culture that 

most visitors will never have the opportunity to experience.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Barkly Region  

The Barkly Region stretches from Newcastle Water in the North West, across to the Queensland border, excluding Borroloola, and 
South to Barrow Creek.  The region encompasses some on the most amazing and diverse outback scenery Australia has to offer, as 
well as some of the largest cattle stations in the southern hemisphere. 
 

This tour commences in Darwin and travels throughout the Barkly, with an 
extended stay and English language program in the township of Tennant 
Creek. 
 
Darwin 
On arrival in Darwin, our Guests board the coach for a scenic tour of Darwin, 
the Harbour and surrounding areas. 
 
Darwin is a lively harbour city well-known as AustralianΩs gate way to world-
class nature and cultural activities and experiences. With a population of 
approximately 100,000, it is a destination renowned for its tropical climate 
and colourful characters. 
 
Adelaide River  
The township of Adelaide River is steeped in history from the early Chinese 
Market gardens, through to the military presence during WWII to the 
discovery of uranium and the commencement of mining at Rum Jungle. The 
area was originally inhabited by the Kungarakan and Warai Aboriginal people. 
The first European to travel through the area were members of the George 
Goyders Survey expedition in 1896. 
 
Guests take a scenic drive through the Adelaide River township. 
 
Katherine  
Katherine is the third-largest town in the Northern Territory, located three 
ƘƻǳǊǎΩ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ 5ŀǊǿƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ wƛǾŜǊ. 
 
Explorer John McDouall Stuart visited the region in 1862 and named Katherine 
after the daughter of one of his expedition sponsors. Once established, the 
town became a popular base for pioneers whose legacy continues to live on at 
the many historic sites. 

 
Nitmiluk National Park is one of the most spectacular features of the Katherine area and includes the Katherine Gorge (Nitmiluk).   
 
Mataranka  
An hour south of Katherine is the town of Mataranka and the amazing Thermal Pools.  Guests stop here for a refreshing dip in the 
naturally formed pools and a scenic walk. 
 
Elliott  
Located 252Km north of Tennant Creek, Elliott is the second largest town in the Barkly region. The surrounding area was host to the 
great droving legends along the Barkly and north-south stock routes. In 1917 thirteen water bores were sunk to provide a stable 
water supply, effectively increasing the number of cattle that could be moved throughout the area at any time. 
 
During WWII, the Australian army with the assistance of the Jingili people, established a personnel staging camp at number 8 bore of 
the Newcastle waters station and the township of Elliott was born.  
 
There are still relics leftover from the war era, when the site was a lunch stopover for northbound convoys and an overnight 
stopover for south bound troops. 

 
The rocks found here are amongst the oldest in central Australia, some over 1900 million years old. 
 
Elliott Sports a 9 hole Golf course which is surprisingly lush and verdant for an outback course visitors enjoy the tranquil green 
surrounds of the Elliott gulf course.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.travelnt.com/en/explore/katherine/region/nitmiluk-national-park.htm


 

 

Tennant Creek:  
Tennant Creek is the largest town in the Barkly and is known as the Golden Heart of the Northern Territory. Tennant Creek has a rich 
ƎƻƭŘ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƎƻƭŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ ¢Ŝƴƴŀƴǘ /ǊŜŜƪ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴg 
town with a vibrant community.    
 
Tennant Creek has been called "the best kept secret in the Territory", because visitors find the Region has far more to offer than 
they realise. 
 
Using Tennant Creek as a base for the remote experience, our Guests are accommodated here whilst learning conversational 
English.  Day trips start and finish here for the rest of the journey, and the total immersion in the outback Australian culture provides 
an opportunity to really learn about the Australian way of life, our cultures and our community.  
 
 Wycliffe Well 
One of the more legendary stops along the Stuart Highway, this roadhouse is famous for documented UFO sightings.  It also boasts 
ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ōŜŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ b¢Φ   ¢ƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǎǘƻǇǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƳŜƴΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ the 

Davenport Ranges during the journey. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Conversational English Tuition 

Language and Cultural Stays Remote NT/GRTA offers guests unique and innovative intensive conversational English tuition while 

touring in the Barkly Region. 

Conversational English tuition offers both personal and professional language and culture instruction and support delivered by a 

team of professional educators and community representatives encompassing English language training in addition to immersion in 

an exciting array of community events and lifestyles throughout the region. 

vǳƻǘŜΥ  άL ǎŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ than I thought. I could not believe I improved so much 

in the three months. I could not remember how many times I wanted to give up, but at that moment the teachers encouraged me and 

gave me more confidence, they were very responsible and patient. We had a very good relationship with the teachers. Tennant is a 

quiet and peaceful town with the politest people I have ever meet there sincere smile and warm heartedness impressed me very ǿŜƭƭΦέ 

Shan Su   

vǳƻǘŜΥ άL ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ¢Ŝƴƴŀƴǘ /ǊŜŜƪ Dw¢! ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎt place to learn English. Better than any English language training I have 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘΦ L ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊέΦ 

 Jiang Lili 

vǳƻǘŜΥ ά¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴ L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Dw¢! ǿŀǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ of formal and informal 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦέ 

Susie Wong 



  
JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS (included in package) 
 
Saturday August 18 
Arrive in Darwin.  Following a scenic tour of Darwin, the beaches, 
harbour and other local sites, the couch commences the journey 
south along the Stuart Highway. 
The coach will stop at Adelaide River, Katherine and Mataranka, 
arriving in Tennant Creek that same evening. 
 
Sunday August 19 
Enrolment and induction at GRTA/BEAT Offices. 
 
Monday August 20 
Welcome luncheon with the Mayor. Introduction to local business 
identities.Commence English Language Tuition in Tennant Creek, 
Monday to Friday each week, continuing until completion on 
November 8 2007. 
 
Monday August 20 ς Friday August 24  
Conversational English Language Tuition Classes 9am to 8:30 pm 
 
Tuesday August 21 
Introduction to the President and representatives of the Multi-
Cultural Association.  Involvement in the planning and 
participation in the Desert Harmony Multi-Cultural Association 
performance.  Experience the adaptation of a range of cultural 
performances for a Remote Australian audience.  Performances 
on the program include members from a range of cultures: 
Philippines, Fijian, German, Asian, and Indigenous and non-
Indigenous Australian. 
 
Friday August 24  
Evening trip to the Devils Marbles for a Camp Fire Talk and see 
the sunset over the amazing rock formations, nowhere else in the 
world will you see this unique rock formation. 
 
Monday August 27 ς Friday August 31  
Conversational English Language Tuition Classes 9am to 8:30 pm 
 
Saturday September 1-8  
Desert Harmony Festival one week of community Cultural events 
held each day until September 8. 
Events include: Street Parade, Wearable Art, Visual Arts, Street 
Markets, Community Cabaret, indigenous music and dance 
performances and much more.   
Visit to Nyinkka Nyunyu Aboriginal Culture Centre. 
 
Sunday September 2 
Multi-Cultural Association Performance. 
Guests participate in the performance and enjoy the range of 
cultures represented on the night. 
 
Monday September 3 ς Friday September 7  
Conversational English Language Tuition Classes 9am to 8:30 pm 
 
Saturday September 8 
Final event of the Desert Harmony Festival. 
 
Monday September 10 ς Friday September 14  
English Language classes will be held from 9am to 8:30 pm 
 
Saturday September 15 
Grand final Day for the Barkly Regional Football League.  The 
Barkly Region has been adopted by AFL Richmond Football Club, 
and has regular visits from Richmond star footballers.  The  
 
 

 
Football Grand final draws crowds from across the Barkly Region. 
A must for international visitors, this is Country Football at its 
best!  Meat Pies and Footy, you ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 
than that! 
 
Monday September 17 ς Friday September 21  
Conversational English Language Tuition Classes 9am to 8:30 pm 
 
Friday September 21 
Wind down and enjoy the Jimmy Hooker show at the Outback 
Caravan Park.  7.30pm show commences with local talent and 
Bushman, Jimmy Hooker, performing live. 
 
Saturday September 22 
Tour of the Battery Hill Mining Centre and Social History Museum.  
Visitors gain firsthand experience of life during the Gold Rush.  
The tour takes participants through the Underground Gold Mining 
tunnels, with working machinery and equipment. 
 
The Social History Museum is now run by community volunteers.  
With everything from crushed ant-bed floors to mining clothes 
and equipment.   The museum provides an insight into the history 
of Tennant Creek. 
 
Sunday September 23 
Golf day at the Tennant Creek Golf Club.  Enjoy a day socialising 
and learning the game of golf on the unique Desert Golf Course at 
Tennant Creek.  Many successful business deals are sealed on the 
golf course, this is a good way to learn and practice the game. 
 
Monday September 24 ς Friday September 28  
Conversational English Language Tuition Classes 9am to 8:30 pm 
 
Saturday September 29 
Visit to local working cattle station, Tennant Creek Cattle Station.  
Guests can meet the owners and station workers and see the 
working station in action. This involves our guests in the 
preparation and activities behind the scenes of the Barkly Muster 
and Gold Rush Camp draft. 
 
Sunday September 30 
Guests will be invited to be involved in preparation activities for 
the Barkly Muster and Gold Rush Camp Draft. 
 
Monday October 1 
Elliott Golf Open.  Guests transported to the Elliott golf course by 
coach, with the option of being spectators or participants. 
 
Tuesday October 2 ς Friday October 5  
Conversational English Language Tuition Classes 9am to 8:30 pm 
 
Friday October 5 ς Saturday October 6 
Barkly Muster and the Gold rush Camp Draft ς Guests see the 
horseman ship and cattle muster skills demonstrated  
competition-style at the Tennant Creek Showgrounds.  Hundreds 
of cattlemen from across Australia attend the Camp  
Draft to display their skills and enjoy the competitive yet social 
atmosphere.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Sunday October 7 
Tennant Creek Rodeo 
The Camp Draft is the final event in the Camp Draft program.  
Locals and visitors alike enjoy the Outback Rodeo.  Our Guests can 
attend and soak up the rugged and exciting atmosphere of the 

Rodeo. 
Monday October 8 ς Friday October 12  
Conversational English Language Tuition Classes 9am to 8:30 pm 
 
Saturday October 13 
Lawn Bowls and BBQ.  The Tennant Creek Multi-Cultural 
Association hosts an evening of fun with a traditional Australian 
BBQ and social Lawn Bowls competition at Tennant Creek Bowls 
Club. 
 
Monday October 15 ς Friday October 19  
Conversational English Language Tuition Classes 9am to 8:30 pm   
 
Saturday October 20 
Picnic luncheon at Renner Springs, a beautiful picnic and camp 
ground 100km North of Tennant Creek.  Guests are transported 
by bus for an afternoon under the shade of the gum trees at 
Renner Springs. 
 
Monday September 22 ς Friday September 26  
Conversational English Language Tuition Classes 9am to 8:30 pm 
 
Saturday October 27 TBC 
¢ƘŜ ¢Ŝƴƴŀƴǘ /ǊŜŜƪ !ǊƳȅ /ŀŘŜǘǎ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀ ΨƴƛƎƘǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎΩ ŦƻǊ 
ƻǳǊ DǳŜǎǘǎΣ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǿŀƎǎ ŀǘ tƻƭƛŎŜƳŀƴΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ IƻƭŜΣ ŀ 
popular camping and  
 
fishing ground 120km South of Tennant Creek, in the Davenport 
Ranges.  A stop along the way at  
²ȅŎƭƛŦŦŜ ²Ŝƭƭ ǎƻ ƻǳǊ DǳŜǎǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
ƎǊŜŜƴ ƳŜƴΩ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
 
Monday October 29 ς Friday November 2  
Conversational English Language Tuition Classes 9am to 8:30 pm 
 
Saturday November 3 
IELTS Test.  Guests can now sit the International English Language 
Testing System exam to measure their achievement in learning 
the English language.  The total Immersion in the local community  
 
 

 
and Outback Australian culture has proven to be successful in 
achieving high IELTS scores. 
 
Monday November 5  
Farewell Dinner. Attended by local business operators and 
identities, and those involved in hosting our Guests and Friends. 
 
Tuesday November 6 
Tennant Creek Melbourne Cup Luncheon with an Asian flavour.  
Learn to bet and watch the Cup on the Big Screen at the local 
/ƭǳōΦ  [ŜŀǊƴ ōŀǎƛŎ ΨǘǊŀŎƪ ǘŀƭƪΩΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Cup.   
 
Wednesday November 7 
Meet some of the business operators in Regional Australia.  
Destinations will depend on the interests of the individual Guest.  
 
Thursday November 8 
Travel to Darwin by coach.  
 
Thursday November 8 
Depart Darwin to return to China.   

 
 
Note: Introductions to potential employers will be conducted at 
times to be announced. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Details: 
 
 
Barkly Employment and Training / GRT Australia Pty Ltd 
 
Ph: +61 8 89622888 
Fax: + 61 8 89622899 
Email: info@barklyemploymenttraining.com 
Web: www.barklyemploymenttraining.com 
 
Australian Encounters NT 
Ph: + 61 8 89620856 
Fax: + 61 8 89622899 

 
Address: 
 
3/163 Paterson St  
Tennant Creek 
Northern Territory 
Australia 
 
ABN: 82 696 950 292 
ACN: 119547769 

 

  

 


